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Get ready for World Wildlife Day with British Garden Centres

On March 3rd, we celebrate World Wildlife Day, a time to honour and raise awareness for the incredible diversity
of wildlife and plants that inhabit the planet. Unfortunately, many beloved creatures are facing population
declines, underscoring the urgent need for conservation. At British Garden Centres, we are committed to
supporting wildlife, and we're here to guide you through practical steps you can take to make a difference in your

garden.

Bees:

Bumblebees, vital pollinators essential to our ecosystems, are under threat, with a concerning number of Europe's
wild bee species at risk of extinction. Factors such as urbanisation, changes in land use, and intensive farming have
contributed to the loss of their natural habitats. You can help by providing shelter for solitary bees like mason and
leafcutter bees by investing in or building your own insect hotel using simple materials like wooden blocks and logs.
Placing these shelters in sunny, south-facing locations on walls or fences can greatly support bee conservation

efforts.

Top Tip: Plant a variety of flowers that bloom at different times throughout the year to ensure a continuous food
source for bees. Some excellent choices include Lavender, Foxglove, Echinacea, Sunflowers, Salvia, Nepeta, and

Zinnias.

Butterflies:

The decline of butterflies, particularly in urban areas, is attributed to habitat loss and climate change. You can help
support butterfly populations by installing butterfly hotels in your garden. These decorative structures, equipped
with front openings, provide a welcoming habitat for butterflies. Enhance their new homes by placing sugar solution-

soaked sponges nearby and planting nectar-rich flowers in clusters in your outdoor space.

Top Tip: Create basking spots for butterflies by placing flat stones in sunny areas.
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Insects:

Insects are crucial for maintaining a healthy ecosystem in your garden. They play a significant role in pollination, soil
health and pest control. By encouraging a diverse range of beneficial insects like ladybirds, hoverflies, lacewings, and
beetles, you can create a thriving and sustainable garden. You can do this by providing them with suitable habitats
like planting native flowers, shrubs and trees. You can also allow certain areas of your garden to grow wild and
undisturbed to serve as nesting sites and shelters for these helpful creatures. This will help them to find refuge from

predators, as well as provide them with an abundant food source.

Top Tip: Ladybirds love plants that attract aphids, such as marigolds or cosmos, so plant near your insect hotel or in

containers to provide a food source.

Birds:

Encouraging birds to visit your garden is a delightful activity, especially in the UK since it's known for its love for
birds. You can seek advice from your local British Garden Centres store where they can offer you suggestions on bird
feeders and a diverse range of seeds to attract different bird species. Having access to clean water is essential for

birds, so you can install bird baths with shallow edges to ensure they can drink and bathe comfortably.

Top Tip: Planting fruit-bearing trees and shrubs provides natural food sources for birds throughout the year, which

can be incredibly beneficial to their well-being.

Hedgehogs:
Hedgehogs are facing challenges due to habitat destruction, leading to significant declines in their UK population.
Help hedgehogs thrive by providing shelter, food, and access between gardens. Create or look for hedgehog houses

using simple materials and leave parts of your garden wild to offer them suitable habitats.

Top Tip: Offer hedgehogs high-quality cat or dog food with a high meat content as part of their diet, and ensure they

always have access to fresh water.

Amy Stubbs, Project and Development Manager at British Garden Centres said: “By following these simple yet
impactful steps, you can contribute to the conservation of British wildlife and create a thriving ecosystem in your

garden. We have seen a shift in gardening practices that reflects an interest in supporting birds, pollinating insects,
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invertebrates and the wildlife that rely on them and our knowledgeable and helpful team is always on hand on how

to turn your outdoor space into a nature haven for World Wildlife Day.”
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About the business:

British Garden Centres (BGC) is the UK’s largest family-owned garden centre group with over 60 centres around the country. The
group is owned and led by The Stubbs family, who also own and operate Woodthorpe Leisure Park in Lincolnshire.

BGC was launched in 1987 with the opening of Woodthorpe Garden Centre by brothers Charles and Robert Stubbs. Since 2018 it
has expanded rapidly with the acquisition of 50 garden centres allowing it to grow from its heartland to the business it is now
with 62 garden centres spread from Carmarthen to Ramsgate, Wimborne to East Durham.

The group has a team of 2,700 colleagues working across the garden centres, restaurants, two growing nurseries, four
distribution centres, Woodthorpe Leisure Park, and Woody’s Restaurant & Bar.

Social Media

Facebook: British Garden Centres
Twitter: @BGCentres

Instagram: @BritishGardenCentres
Website: www.britishgardencentres.com

Contact

Cassie King - PR Officer
cking@britishgardencentres.com
07875 337290
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